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1. Executive Summary

This document provides information regarding the project main output T.5.3.1 (international
conferences) whose indicator is the number of enterprises receiving non-financial support. After an
introduction to the PHASE project, the two international conferences organized are described by
highlighting specific objectives and main goals.

2. Introduction

E-Health is a strategic business sector for European economic development, as mainly reported in EC
strategy regarding the “Digital Transformation of Health and Care in the Digital Single Market”.
Significant efforts and investments are demanded to National and local governments in order to align
with EU standards, in terms of innovative services organization, digital platforms and sharing services
among citizens.

The development of eHealth sector boosts European territories, not only for the improvement of public
and private healthcare services, but also by stimulating competitiveness and innovation of MSMEs in ICT
and digital technologies sector. However, the digital transformation of healthcare sector involves also
traditional companies providing social and healthcare services to patients such as nurses, physicians,
private clinics and ambulatories, pharmacies and drug stores, gyms and rehabilitation centers, etc. The
latter have to improve and innovate the way they provide their services through the use of mobile apps,
digital platforms, wearable sensors, personalized data, etc.

Digital technologies such as 4G/5G mobile communication, artificial intelligence or supercomputing offer
new opportunities to transform the way we receive and provide health and care services, enabling
innovative approaches to independent living or integrated health and social care. Furthermore health
data and advanced data analytics can help accelerate scientific research, personalized medicine, early
diagnosis of diseases and more effective treatments.

Finally, the recent COVID-19 pandemic has furtherly increased the general public sensitiveness on eHealth,
stimulating debates and propositions, while policy makers boosted up the efforts and investments (at
national and regional scale) to regulate and define standards in the e-health sector.

Starting from these considerations, the PHASE project aimed at:
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creating an ecosystem of policies, practices and tools acting as facilitator of competitiveness of
MSMEs in healthcare sector and e-health;

boosting the creation and the development of eHealth digital MSMEs by providing non-financial
services;

increasing competences in MSMEs, awareness in public authorities and empowerment in
common citizens in CB area about eHealth;

promoting the CB cooperation among private and public stakeholders through the creation of a
transnational network;

improving the overall health and the quality of life of citizens in the CB area by using information
and communication technologies (ICT) to increase self-management of healthcare and diseases.

The PHASE project developed ICT platforms and procedures to address territorial needs (i.e. patient’s
needs). The approach has been tested and validate in n.3 different Pilot actions, addressing 3 different

types of clinical needs from patients:

o

Infarct Network, a territorial network of ICT nodes and equipped ambulances aiming at a prompt
and appropriate clinical intervention in early phases of heart-attack (emergency/urgency).

Management of Integrated Care Pathways with specific reference to Neurodegenerative
diseases. It is the case for patients requiring multi-specialistic support for their complex disease.

Remote monitoring of chronic patients, for those who requires continuous but low intensity care
on the territory, without the need to go to hospitals. It basically extends the healthcare services
even to patients’ house.

The PHASE project aimed at creating the right conditions for the boost of eHealth sector in CB area, by
providing services and supporting local MSMEs as well as increasing competence and awareness in public
authorities and empower patients and caregivers. The project posed the base for the development of
common shared open protocols and digital tools, a crucial aspect to guarantee interoperability among
different platforms and increase the efficiency of the processes. The digital eHealth ecosystem of services
promoted by PHASE project has the potential to contribute to the implementation of the most advanced
models of eHealth in the world such as the territorial Virtual Hospital.
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3. Output T5.3.1: Objectives

To assure a transferability and sustainability of PHASE project, also after the end of the project, 2
international conferences were held in Italy and in Albania. The Partnership aimed at promoting the
solutions developed within PHASE, to support the proper development of healthcare and economic
models related to eHealth sector, that can foster the creation of innovative business models thanks to
the sensitive participation of MSMEs. These events showcased the PHASE project in order to enlarge the
community and develop international relationships with key stakeholders and manufacturers at
international level.

4. International Conferences

The goal of these international conferences for PHASE project was to create a collaborative environment
that fosters the exchange of knowledge, encourages dialogue, and promotes advancements in the
targeted sector of eHealth. These conferences played a crucial role in shaping the direction of research,
fostering international collaboration and advancing the goals of the project.

Key components of the international conferences held within the PHASE Project included:

- Keynote Speakers: Renowned experts in healthcare delivered keynote speeches, providing
valuable insights and perspectives on the PHASE project.

- Presentation and Workshops: participants presented their research, findings, and experiences.
This allows for the dissemination of knowledge and the exchange of ideas;

- Q&A Sessions: Question and answer sessions followed presentations, allowing participants to
seek clarification, discuss methodologies, and explore potential applications of the presented
work;

- Networking Opportunities: Participants interacted with peers, experts, and potential
collaborators, fostering collaborations and partnerships.

The Agendas of the International conferences organized respectively by the LP in Bari on 21** of June 2023
and by P6 in Tirana on 29" of June 2023, together with the main highlights are reported hereafter:
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PHASE UP

Conferenza internazionale
Mercoledi 21 giugno 2023

Accoglienza partecipanti e welcome coffee

Saluti istituzionali

Antonio Agrosi, Financial Officer - JS Interreg IPA CBC
Italy-Albania-Montenegro

La Telecardiologia nel progetto PHASE:
stato dell’arte e prospettive

Dott. Carlo D'Agostino, Direttore cardiologia ospedaliera
Policlinico di Bari e Direttore scientifico del progetto
Telecardiologia ospedaliera e futuri scenari con

il Machine Learning

Prof. Natale Daniele Brunetti, Direttore Cardiologia
Policlinico di Foggia

Il Citel-Uniba: un formidabile sistema interdisciplinare
per la Telemedicina

Prof. Angelo Vacca, Direttore Medicina Interna

“G. Baccelli” Policlinico di Bari

Lectio Magistralis “E-Health and Artificial Intelligence.
The new paradigm of Medicine 4.0"

Prof. Eros Pasero, Politecnico di Torino

Premiazione Hackathon e conclusione lavori

Incontri B2B

Accoglienza partecipanti
Avvio incontri B2B
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The PHASE-UP Italian international conference began with the presentation of State of Art and
perspectives of telecardiology. Prof. D’Agostino, Scientific Responsible of PHASE Project, highlighted the
critical issues that have emerged as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, pointing out that the national
healthcare system needed a profound change from a technological perspective. Next, aspects of the
implementation of Pilot 1 and 3 of the PHASE project were discussed, showing the results achieved and
the challenges that the health system will face by continuing the path of technological innovation in
health care undertaken with the PHASE project.

Then Prof. Natale Brunetti, Scientific Responsible of P2, addressed through his presentation the future
scenario of telecardiology aided by machine learning. Machine learning (ML) is a subfield of Al intended
to “teach” computers to analyze vast datasets in a quick, accurate, and efficient way, through the use of
complex computing and statistical algorithms. The added values of this union of the two worlds could be
the diagnostic accuracy of cardiovascular imaging, the possibility of epidemiological analysis, and
predictive models of prognosis.

Next, Prof. Angelo Vacca, full professor at University of Bari and scientific responsible of Citel-Uniba
(Centro Interdipartimentale di Ricerca in Telemedicina) a center that promotes, coordinates and
conducts interdisciplinary research on topics related to eHealth and Telemedicine. It also develops
medical ICT solutions that promotes Health, collaboration activities and synergies with other public and
private research organizations. Prof. Vacca presented some important projects actually run within Citel
that can assure a sensitive contribution to eHealth development both in public and private sector as a
support both for medical workforce and for patients their families and caregivers.

Finally, Prof. Eros Pasero, full Professor at Polytechnic of Turin, as a keynote speaker gave a laction
magistralis focused on Medicine 4.0, an overview of the implementation of Artificial Intelligence with
traditional medicine.
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In Albania, the international conference organized by P6-UCCIAL was held in Tirana on June, 29" 2023
and foresaw the following interventions:

o Mr. Skender Brataj, Director of the National Medical Emergency Center, explained through real
life examples as well the importance and impact in Albanian healthcare system of the 3 eHealth
pilot systems from the medical perspective:

1. Infarc.NET piloted the eHealth system in preventing fatal cases for heart attacks;

2. The platform for the Integrated Care Pathways in Neurodegenerative diseases regarding
the fact that the patients are monitored from the early stages of the diseases and are
treated better;

3. Through the platform for the remote monitoring of chronic patients the Albanian
healthcare system will be able to better manage the patients by directing them in the
system, monitoring their signs of their conditions and giving the proper treatment.

o Mr. Stefan Jovanovi¢, Senior Adviser in Sector for projects, Chamber of Economy of Montenegro
presented an overview of the PHASE project, how it’s implemented and the impact it had on SMEs
and the territory of Montenegro. He emphasized the importance of the private sector in the
project, meaning Private Healthcare Institutions and ICT companies and gave a business
perspective for the project.

o Mr. Krid Ramilli, Director of Communication Statistics and Emergency at the National Medical
Emergency Center tackled the technological part behind the PHASE project and explained the
impact and importance of the 2 main platforms of the PHASE project for the cardiology sector:
Infarc.NET and Chronicitet.

o Mrs. Silva Mane, President of Fenimprese ALBANIA, facilitated a comparison of ideas and
proposals between Albanian institutions and enterprises. Mrs. Mane tackled the pressing issue of
privacy concerning patient medical data in the Phase Project. She illuminated the discussion by
presenting real-life instances that demonstrate the shortcomings of the Albanian healthcare
system in safeguarding patient privacy. Mrs. Mane underscored the critical need for informed
consent before accessing medical records and highlighted the significance of raising awareness
about medical privacy matters. Through her advocacy, she aims to foster a culture of
confidentiality and trust within the healthcare sector.
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o Mrs. Linda Profi, Project Manager at the Agency for Technology and Networks Communication
Organisation and Management Albania, introduced the WEB PHASE Platform by showcasing the
platform and an overview of the information inside it. Ms. Profi also showcased how to navigate
through the platform. Mr. Profi discussed how the platform’s user experience is interactive
through a Virtual Showroom.

o Mr. Indrit Tuga, CEO of EON Italy, discussed cybersecurity challenges in digital health. Mr. Tuga
addressed the critical importance of cybersecurity for the PHASE Project, emphasizing its
necessity to safeguard against unauthorized access by potential aggressors targeting the data
stored within the project's eHealth systems and gave real life examples in support of his
presentation. Mr. Tuga explained the challenges faced in Albania for the case of cybersecurity.

o Ms. Suela Maxhelaku, Lecturer and Researcher at the Computer Science Department, Faculty of
Natural Sciences, Tirana University, spoke on integrating medical data in designing e-Health
architecture. In particular, Ms. Maxhelaku spoke on Digitalization of services as a means of
providing health services with the patient at the center and explained the importance of this
innovative approach. She emphasized that by putting the patient in the middle we will be able to
see how integrated the data records of this patient with another system are, another hospital or
medical center. Ms. Manxhelaku also tackled the case of emerging technologies, specifically the
blockchain technology and how this technology can be applied to transferring patients’
information and data from a medical center to another.

5. Non-financial support for enterprises

The principal objectives of convening an international conference for the PHASE project are multifaceted
and align with the overarching goals of knowledge dissemination, global networking, and sustainable
collaboration. The primary aim is to serve as a conduit for the comprehensive sharing of cutting-edge
research findings, innovative methodologies, and noteworthy developments pertinent to the project's
scope and broader thematic areas.
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6. Annex

Annex 1. International conference - participation list (AL)

Annex 2. International conference - participation list (IT)
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Annex 1. International conference - participation list (AL)
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Annex 2. International conference - participation list (IT)
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